ANALYZING  A  POEM :  POEM/author:                                                               READER:                                                                                       


1. What stands out most about this poem? Be specific. ( e.g. the subject matter, the tone,  the story quality, the visual
      layout, a particular traditional form, rhythmic or melodic quality, etc.).
2. What—specifically—about this poem do you like the most—what should stay, no matter what? 

3. What is this poem about?

4. What emotion(s) seems to permeate the poem? Give examples. 

5. How does the title connect to the poem?

6. Restate or explain, briefly, the poem in prose.
7. In what lines of the poem is the energy or affect the strongest?
8.  Describe the key metrical, rhyming, imagistic and melodic  characteristics of this poem.
9. How do the line endings affect the experience of the poem? 
10. State anything you don’t understand about the images, comparisons, word choice, etc. Please WORD as questions, and use specifics. (Use the back of this page as needed.)
A general way to analyze a poem involves several considerations. This handout can be used on any poem, even your own, to help identify key qualities that may help in the understanding the strengths of the piece, and in the case of editing yours or another’s poem, how it might be improved further. (For giving useful information to a writer, please confine feedback to these points UNLESS the writer ASKS for specific information.) Number the lines in the left margin for exact referencing—by fives if needed.
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