from dictrionary.com :
prim·i·tive   [prim-i-tiv]  
adjective
1. being the first or earliest of the kind or in existence, especially inan early age of the  world: primitive forms of life.
2. early in the history of the world or of humankind.

3. characteristic of early ages or of an early state of humandevelopment: primitive  toolmaking.
4. Anthropology . of or pertaining to a preliterate or tribal peoplehaving cultural or  physical similarities with their early ancestors:no longer in technical use.

5. unaffected or little affected by civilizing influences; uncivilized;savage: primitive  passions.
noun
someone or something primitive.
Fine Arts
1. an artist of a preliterate culture.

2. a naive or unschooled artist.

3. an artist belonging to the early stage in the development ofa style.

4. a work of art by a primitive artist.

Mathematics 
1. a geometric or algebraic form or expression from whichanother is derived.

2. a function of which the derivative is a given function.

Linguistics 
1. the form from which a given word or other linguisticform has been  derived, by either morphological or historical processes, as take  in undertake.
Related Words for : primitive
crude, rude, primitive person, archaic
Origin: 
1350–1400; Middle English  (noun and adj.) (< Middle French primitif ) < Latin prīmitīvus  first of its kind. See prime, -itive 
Synonyms 
 prehistoric, primal, primary, primordial, original, aboriginal,antediluvian, pristine. See  prime. 
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1. primitive (n.) 

a. c.1400, "original ancestor," from Latin primitivus (see primitive (adj.)). Meaning "aboriginal person in a land visited by Europeans" is from 1779, hence the sense "uncivilized person."

2. primitive (adj.) 

a. late 14c., "of an original cause; of a thing from which something is derived; not secondary" (a sense now associated with primary), from Old Frenchprimitif "very first, original" (14c.) and directly from Latin primitivus "first or earliest of its kind," from primitus "at first," from primus "first" (see prime (adj.). b. Meaning "of or belonging to the first age" is from early 15c. Meaning "having the style of an early or ancient time" is from 1680s. In Christian sense of "adhering to the qualities of the early Church" it is recorded from 1680s. Of untrained artists from 1942. Related: Primitively.
prime [prahym] 
 
1. of the first importance; demanding the fullest consideration: aprime requisite.
2. of the greatest relevance or significance: a prime example.
3. of the highest eminence or rank: the prime authority on Chaucer.
4. of the greatest commercial value: prime building lots.
5. first-rate: This ale is prime!
noun
1. the most flourishing stage or state.

2. the time of early manhood or womanhood: the prime of youth.
3. the period or state of greatest perfection or vigor of human life:a man in his prime.
4. the choicest or best part of anything.

5. (especially in the grading of U.S. beef) a grade, classification, ordesignation indicating the highest or most desirable quality.
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	one of several highly systematic methods of treating problems by a special system of algebraic notations, such as differential or integral calculus
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	to change the denomination or form, but not the value, of a fraction or polynomial


verb (used with object)
· to prepare or make ready for a particular purpose or operation.

· to supply (a firearm) with powder for communicating fire to acharge.

· to lay a train of powder to (a charge, mine, etc.).

· to pour or admit liquid into (a pump) to expel air and prepare foraction.

· to put fuel into (a carburetor) before starting an engine, in orderto insure a  sufficiently rich mixture at the start.

· verb (used without object)
· (of a boiler) to deliver or discharge steam containing anexcessive amount of  water.

· to harvest the bottom leaves from a tobacco plant.
Origin: 
before 1000; 1910–15 for def 5;  (adj.) Middle English  (< Old Frenchprim ) < Latin prīmus first (superlative corresponding to prior prior1 );(noun) in part derivative of the adj.; 
in part continuing Middle Englishprim ( e ) first canonical hour, Old English prim  < Latin prīma  ( hōra )
first (hour); (v.) apparently derivative of the adj.

Synonyms 
1. primary. 7. Prime, primeval, primitive have reference to that whichis first. Prime means first in numerical order or order of development:prime meridian; prime cause. Primeval means belonging to the first earliest ages: the primeval forest. Primitive suggests thecharacteristics of the origins or early stages of a development, andhence implies the simplicity of original things: primitive tribes,conditions, ornaments, customs, tools. 

