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Analyzing a Visual Ad:   
Finding Aristotle’s Persuasive Appeals & the Threat and Rescue Dynamic
Instructions: Find a print or web display advertisement (not a video, or audio presentation) that interests you. Attach a print-out or cut-out of the add to this page. Either print this form (and complete by hand) or, better, paste it into a Word doc to complete via computer and save to file.
♦

1. Location: Name of the web site or publication where you found the ad: 
2. Focus: What product, idea or service does this ad appear to be promoting?
3. Describe the ad:

A. Composition: 

a. What is the most prominent element, what takes up the most visual space (what hits you first…)?: 
b. Most prominent color:

c. What is the least prominent element (small print, background, etc.):

4. Identify the Appeals:
A. What is the most prominent of Aristotle’s Three Classic Persuasive Appeals?  
a. Describe the features/elements which suggest that.
B. What is the secondary appeal?



a. Describe the features/elements which suggest that.
C. What is the least obvious of the 3 appeals and why?

5. Threat/Rescue: What is the implied threat that this ad wants to rescue the viewer from?​

a. Discuss (briefly) the reasons that lead you to identify this specific threat and rescue dynamic.


6. Persuasiveness: Overall, what does this ad persuade you about and why (either positive or negative)?


